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six months, and began his tour by paying a visit to M. de Margonne at Sache.     There he wrote " Louis Lambert" as a last farewell to Madame de   Berny;   and   in  memory  of   his   ten   years' intimacy with   her,  on the   title-page  were the dates 1822 and 1832, and underneath the words " Et nunc et semper."    The manuscript was sent to her for criticism, and  she wrote  a  charming letter * on receipt of it to Angouleme, where Balzac was staying with Madame Carraud.    In this she shows the utmost tenderness and gentle playfulness; but while   modestly deprecating   her   power   to perform the task he demands from her, which she says should be  entrusted  to   Madame   Carraud, she has the noble disinterestedness to point out to him where she considers  he  has  erred.     She tells  him that,  after reading the  book through twice, and   endeavouring  to  see  it  as  a whole, she thinks he has undertaken an impossible task, and that, trying to represent absolute truth in its action, he has attempted what is the province of God alone.     Then,  with   the   utmost  tact and delicacy, she touches on a difficult point, and says that when Goethe and Byron attempt to paint the aspirations  of  a superior  being,  we  admire their breadth   of view,  and wish  we  could  aid them with our minds to reach the unattainable ; but that an author who announces  that he has swept to   the utmost range  of   thought  shocks
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